
Siri Terjesen is a 1993 RHS graduate and who participated in cross country 

and track.  She participated her first two years of high school before scolio-

sis surgery would cut short her high school career.  She recovered over time 

and ran her first marathon a week after her college graduation. Since then, 

she has run in over 105 marathons and ultramarthons in 15+ countries 

around the world.  She has numerous accomplishments including 40 victo-

ries, 2003 British Ultrarunner of the Year, and 2006 Australian Ultrarunner 

of the Year.  She also ran the fastest 50KM time for an American woman in 

2006 (3:35:19), the fastest 100KM time for an American in 2003 (8:22:09), 

and was professional sponsored by Brooks.  Siri Terjesen has also had a tre-

mendous professional career and was honored for her achievements in 2008 

when she was inducted into the Revere High School Hall of Fame.  

Name: Siri Terjesen  Class: 1993  Sport(s):  Cross Country and Track  

Current Occupation:  Professor, Indiana University 

Current City of Residence: Eureka, Missouri 

Family: Husband Per Amundson (6-years) and Children Tor (5), twins Britt and Finn (3) 

Hobbies/Interests:  Family, Running, Biking, Genealogy 

What do you miss most about RHS?:  “The people! Although I didn’t realize it at the time, Revere faculty, 

administrators, coaches, and other staff went well above the call of duty to ensure that we were constantly 

challenged and afforded so many terrific opportunities. I also miss my classmates although we stay in touch 

on Facebook. I believe that your oldest friends can be the greatest source of strength in life, especially in the 

hardest of times. I cherish my friendships with my classmates, and am blessed that so many of these connec-

tions have deepened even in the last few years, more than 20 years since we graduated.” 

Advice to Current Revere Athletes:  “Compared to the other inductees who achieved so much in high school 

(and still hold records) and beyond, I definitely did not come anywhere close to peaking in high school. I 

would encourage all Revere Minutemen and women athletes to think longer term—live your life, including 

athletics, so that you won’t burn out and can continue to enjoy sports many decades from now. I grew up 

watching my grandparents, and now my dad Barry, living an extremely sporty life, especially golf, even in 

their 70s. This approach teaches you to not sweat the small stuff— one big loss might seem gutting at the time 

but it doesn’t define you— you can always move forward, and even try new sports. You can also invent your 

own sport and take it global! Coaches in other sports can inspire you—for example, Paulette Colantone, Joe 

Pappano, and Al Smesko (who also faithfully kept score at all track meets) individually had as much energy 

and fitness as their whole teams, and volunteers like the longtime football team doctor Bill Moats and all the 

parents at the Revere Schools All Sports Boosters gave countless hours each week that added up to years to 

give us the opportunity to represent Revere in sports.  Also just a quick shout-out to those high school students 

who don’t consider themselves to be athletes— don’t let a ‘less-than-sporty’ past define your future. I was lit-

erally the last kid picked on so many gym intramural sports teams in elementary, middle, and high school. On 

a home football game, I was on the sidelines running the old helmet scoreboard in the end-zone corner. It was 

a slow road—it took me two decades from when I first started running (down Sourek and Revere roads to get 

to my elementary school friends’ houses and later around Martadale, Ghent Hills, and Yellow Creek) to be 

any good. If you asked me when I was 16 or 17 years old, who in our high school class would someday repre-

sent Team USA and bring home a bronze medal from a World Championships in a sports event, I would have 

guessed any of my 180 classmates—not me. But that’s the beauty of life— your past doesn’t have to define 

your future.” 
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http://www.revereschools.org/cms/lib02/OH01001097/Centricity/Domain/202/RHS%20HOF%20Inductees%20As%20of%206-2014.pdf


Notes:  “My parents Barry and Nancy Terjesen have supported me in everything for the last 40 years. 

Dad and also his father, my late grandfather Irving Terjesen, excelled in golf and basketball, and were 

inducted into the Summit County Athletic Hall of Fame in 1981 and 2011. Although Barry and Irv 

were international-caliber athletes, they were also gentlemen who were so humble that never men-

tioned their achievements to me or my brother Erik or pushed us into sports. In their quiet example, 

they demonstrated a deep love for their games, and moreover for the friendships and experiences that 

sports provided them.  My husband Per and children Tor, Britt, and Finn are the loves of my life. I am 

very happy to trade time running around a track or even a gorgeous trail run (like Towpath) to chase 

after them. Doug and Kay Cooper are defacto godparents who have been with me every step of my 

life journey, including great patience in trying to teach me golf (I remain a terrible golf student). Re-

vere was blessed with amazing running coaches. Jeff Gibson was a world-class cross-country coach 

(and biology teacher) who has logged enough miles alongside his athletes to circle the globe at least 

twice, and was aided by the endless energy of Betsy and Eric Bray. Middle and high school track 

coaches Dave Peters, John Fuller, and Dave Jones were equally outstanding and taught me to love 

running, even though I was so painfully slow and clumsy.  I have several small scars on my knees 

from wipeouts on the old cinder track, but the scars bring a smile to my face because they remind me 

that even when you fall, you pick yourself back up again. The foundation for a love of sports starts 

with positive experiences in the gym class—Ginny Derhammer and Carmen Haydu created a great 

environment for kids of all abilities, especially in those incredibly awkward middle school years. For-

mer Athletic Director Larry Lawson offered everyone his time and a smile, despite his tiny, window-

less office near a boiler room. Former Principal Bill Holko was full of spirit and the non-athlete/coach 

faculty like Ed Engler, Susan Freed, Dave Weber, Leslie Fouser, Doris Gerspacher, Patricia Himmel-

reich, Charles Stark, and countless others created and sustained this wonderful community. Revere is 

blessed to continue this fine tradition of genuine, deep support for student athletics in the current Ath-

letic Director Bill Conley and committed faculty and lifelong athletes like Phil Heyn who are support-

ed by Principal Phil King and many faculty and staff. I also want to extend my gratitude to my other 

high school coach—back in the early 1990s, you could letter in Chess, and those of us on the team 

considered chess to be a pseudo-sport. Since my scoliosis surgery in junior year, chess was my only 

Varsity letter all through high school- kudos to Gene Sawan who devoted decades to the chess-letes— 

this mental stamina comes in handy when you run for 8 hours straight.   Finally, to all Revere faculty, 

staff, fellow students, parents, and other community members, thank you for not just a great four 

years, but for a lifetime of friendship and inspiration! I am deeply humbled to have the chance to 

stand before you tonight.” 
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