
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES & TYPES 
  
A residential home designer has four basic designs to choose from when designing homes:  the one-
story or ranch, the one-and-one-half-story, the two-story, and the split-level.  Each of these 
individual styles has strengths and weaknesses that should be considered before making a design 
choice.  Factors such as space available for the house, site contour, climate, convenience, cost 
surroundings, and personal preference and needs play a role in the decision process. 
  
  
One-Story Ranch 
 Advantages 

1. Lends itself beautifully to indoor-
outdoor living (patios, porches, etc.) 

2. Absence of stairs, unless it has a 
basement 

3. Low-pitched roof and short walls 
make outside maintenance easy 

Disadvantages 

1. Usually more costly to build 
2. Requires a larger lot than a two story 

of the same square footage 
3. Possible heating problems 



One-and-One-Half-Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two-Story 
 

 

Advantages 

1. Steeper roof, which allows for future 
expansion 

2. Dormers are usually added, which 
provides additional light and 
ventilation 

3. Heating costs are minimal due to the 
small outside wall area 

Disadvantages 

1. Adequate ventilation and insulation 
is a must since 1/3 of the ceiling area 
is under the roof. 

2. Must be precisely planned out so as 
to accommodate for everyone. 

Advantage 

1. Most economical to build 
2. Requires a smaller lot than most 

other designs 
3. Heating and Cooling is very 

economical 
Disadvantage 

1. Stands out amongst other designs 
2. Exterior maintenance is generally 

more costly and difficult 
3. Climbing stairs 
4. Does not lend itself to variations in 

designs as easily as other house 
designs 



Split-Level 

 Advantages 

1. Can be built on uneven terrain 
2. Little or no hall space is required 
3. Different living space is separated by 

levels 
Disadvantages 

1. Can only be built in certain locations 
2. Abundance of stairs 
3. More expensive to build compared to 

a two-story 
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