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 19.1 635 GI Bill (Servicemen‟s Readjustment Act)— paid part of veterans 

tuition for college, guaranteed veterans a year‟s worth of 

unemployment benefits while looking for a job, offered 

low interest loans for veterans to buy homes and/or start 

businesses, etc. 
 19.1 635 What problems 

did Americans 

face after World 

War II? 

Housing shortages, employment, readjustment to family 

life, rising inflation and lower wages, and shortages of 

goods. 

 19.1 635 William Levitt He became one of the more well known developers in the 

suburbs; He first build Levittown—a suburban 

neighborhood in New York‟s Long Island that was rows 

of standardized homes that looked alike and were built on 

treeless lots 
 19.1 635

—

N/A 

Inflation Sharp rise in prices:  Decline in money‟s value when 

more money is printed, resulting in increased prices of 

goods and services; the large deficit because of the war 

caused the national debt to rise from $50 million to nearly 

$270 billion—using the federal bonds that eh government 

gave as security, the banks issued new money.  As a 

result, there was four times as much paper money in 

circulation in 1945 as there was in 1938.   
 19.1 635

—

N/A 

Suburbs  a residential towns or communities on the outskirts 

of cities 

 Had begun to be built with the advent of mass 

transit and the increased use of automobiles 

 Embodied the new American dream:  affordable 

housing, good schools, safe environment, congenial 

neighbors, etc. 

 Became more prevalent in the 1950s as:  Veterans 

returning from the war found affordable housing in 

the suburbs, more roads were built (Highway Act 

of 1956) to link the suburbs and the cities, also 

helped when shopping centers were built to serve 

the suburban population 
 19.1 636 What factors 

contributed to the 

American postwar 

The GI bill, which offered veterans low-interest loans and 

education benefits; wage, price, and rent controls; the 

cold War, military build-up, and foreign aid programs, 
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economic boom? such as Marshall Plan; savings, and desire for consumer 

products. 
 19.1 636 Why did the 

country become 

more 

conservative? 

The turmoil of the war and the desire for stability 

 19.1 636

—

N/A 

Automation The technique of operating a production system using 

mechanical or electronic devices.  With automated 

production methods, goods could be produced more 

efficiently and quickly than human workers.  Led to many 

people losing their job (technological unemployment) but 

also caused many to gain jobs (highly educated jobs that 

were for running the automation). 
 19.1 636

—

N/A 

John Kenneth 

Galbraith 

Economist who published The Affluent Society.  He 

claimed that America‟s post-war prosperity was a new 

phenomenon—an economy of abundance; Up-to-date 

technology enabled these nations to produce an endless 

variety and amount of goods and services for their people; 

The citizens of these countries were enjoying a standard 

of living never before thought possible. 
 19.1 636

—

N/A 

Technological 

unemployment 

Jobs lost due to technology/automation (i.e.—welder 

loses his job to a robot welder) 

 19.1 637 President‟s 

Commission on 

Civil Rights 

Put together by Truman and suggested the following 

actions be taken: 

 Federal anti-lynching law 

 ban on the poll tax as a voting requirement 

 a permanent civil rights commission 
 19.1 637 What actions did 

President Truman 

take to avert labor 

strikes? 

Truman threatened to draft striking workers, keep them 

on the job as soldiers and take control of the railroads and 

mines. 

 19.1 637

—

N/A 

closed shops company agrees to hire only union members 

 19.1 637

—

N/A 

featherbedding Policy of limiting output to create jobs; workers would 

produce less so the employer would have to hire more 

union employees 
 19.1 637

—

N/A 

jurisdictional 

strikes 

Jurisdictional strikes occur when one union strikes 

because of a dispute with another union about which 

union will represent a group of workers 
 19.1 637

—

N/A 

Purchase Power How much or how many goods you are able to buy—

refers to paychecks and/or value of a dollar.  For 

example, if inflation goes up ($ worth less) then the 
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purchasing power of a pay check would go down.  

Purchasing Power did decrease as inflation occurred after 

the war—this caused workers to ask for more pay but 

employers were feeling the drop in consumerism (due to 

decrease purchase power) and could not increase pay.  

This led to many strikes and eventually to the Taft-

Hartley Act. 
 19.1 637

—

N/A 

Taft-Hartly Act passed over Truman‟s veto, this act limited the power of 

labor unions by outlawing:  

 closed shops—company agrees to hire only union 

members 

 jurisdictional strikes— Jurisdictional strikes occur 

when one union strikes because of a dispute with 

another union about which union will represent a 

group of workers 

 featherbedding—Policy of limiting output to create 

jobs; workers would produce less so the employer 

would have to hire more union employees 

 high fees charged to workers for joining a union. 
 19.1 638 Dixiecrats powerful conservative Southern Democrats that protested 

against the Democratic Party because of Truman‟s civil 

rights proposals and formed their own party—the States‟ 

Rights Democratic Party—they nominated South 

Carolina Governor J. Strom Thurmond for president 
 19.1 638 How did Truman 

use his executive 

power to advance 

civil rights? 

Truman issued an executive order integrating the military 

after Congress refused to act. 

 19.1 638

—

N/A 

Thomas E. Dewey Republican candidate for President in Election of 1948; 

Dewey was the Governor of New York before running for 

President.  Dewey was well ahead in public polls prior to 

election but Truman pursued an aggressive campaign and 

started out on a “whistle stop” tour of country 

campaigning.  Election made famous by numerous 

newspapers printing headline “DEWEY DEFEATS 

TRUMAN.” 
 19.1 639 “Checkers” The name of Nixon‟s dog and of his famous speech; 

while running for vice-president with Eisenhower, 

charges were disclosed that Nixon had received gifts from 

business people while senator of California.  While it 

looked like the charges may cause Nixon to be dropped 

from the republican ticket, but that soon changed.  In a 

nationwide speech broadcast on radio and TV, he insisted 
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funds had been used for legitimate political purpose.  He 

did admit that his family had kept one gift, a puppy 

named checkers.  The “checkers speech” saved Nixon 

who remained on the republican ticket. 
 19.1 639 Fair Deal A policy proclaimed by Truman in his Inaugural Address: 

Programs Defeated 

 government-backed medical insurance 

 crop-subsidy system to provide a steady income for 

farmers 

Programs Passed 

 higher minimum wages—40 cents to 75 cents 

 extending Social Security coverage to about 10 

million more people 

 flood control and irrigation projects 

 financial support to cities to clear out slums and 

build 810,000 housing unites for low-income 

families 
 19.1 639 Richard Nixon Vice president to Eisenhower; gave famous “Checkers” 

speech to save the Republican Presidential Campaign of 

1952. 
 19.1 639 Robert A. Taft Senator from Ohio who competed against Eisenhower to 

gain the Republican nomination for President in 1952.  

Eisenhower defeated Taft. 
 19.1 639 Slush fund A fund often designated for corrupt practices, such as 

bribery 
 19.1 639

—

N/A 

Adlai Stevenson In the election of 1952, the democratic nomination was 

Stevenson, governor of Illinois.  Stevenson was 

thoughtful and eloquent liberal but his campaign was 

burdened by the need to defend the Truman 

administration and by the fact that he was going up 

against a war hero. 
 19.1 639

—

N/A 

Creeping 

socialism 

A term that President Eisenhower used to refer to the 

Tennessee Valley Authority.  He disagreed with the 

government owning a business and believed it took the 

US a step closer to becoming socialist; creeping 

socialism. 
 19.1 640 dynamic 

conservatism 

(or Modern Republicanism)— conservative about money 

issues and liberal on social issues 
 19.1 640

—

N/A 

Describe President 

Eisenhower‟s style 

of leadership 

Eisenhower did not run the White House like an officer 

commanding an Army.  Instead, he acted as the chief 

administrator of the White House team.  His cabinet acted 

as a genuine advisory board.  Eisenhower also established 

good working relations with Congress. 
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 19.1 640

—

N/A 

Election of 1952 Dwight D. Eisenhower (war hero) defeated Senator 

Robert A. Taft of Ohio for the Republican nomination for 

the presidency.  Eisenhower and Nixon then went up 

against Democrat Adlai Stevenson (governor of Illinois).  

Stevenson found himself defending the actions of the 

Truman administration and Eisenhower eventually won 

especially after he promised to make a trip to Korea if 

elected. 
 19.1 640

—

N/A 

Election of 1956 Republicans re-nominated President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower who defeated Democrat Adlai Stevenson 

again but this time by a greater margin.  The President‟s 

popularity did not rub off on his party, however.  

Democrats won control of both the House of 

Representatives and the Senate. 
 19.1 640

—

N/A 

Hidden-Hand 

Presidency 

Term that historians have used to describe President 

Eisenhower‟s management style.   

 19.1 640

—

N/A 

Sherman Adams Eisenhower‟s chief of staff, fell into scandal, when he 

was accused of accepting gifts from a wealthy Boston 

industrialist and was forced to resign 
 19.1 640

—

N/A 

What two issues 

did Eisenhower 

fail to address? 

Civil Rights and Natural Resources 

 

 19.2 641 Blue-collar Factory workers 
 19.2 641 White-collar Professional occupations 
 19.2 642 Conglomerates Corporation that owns smaller, unrelated companies—

diversify to protect from downturns in individual 

industries (Example:  International Telephone and 

Telegraph [ITT] bought car-rental companies, insurance 

companies, and hotel chains) 

 

 
 19.2 642 Franchise company offers similar products and services in many 

places—also refers to individuals buying the right to use 

company name and system for their own store—pay 

parent company a franchise fee; Example:  Fast-food 

restaurants among first and most successful franchises 
 19.2 642 How were 

conglomerates and 

franchises alike and 

how were they 

different? 

Both were successful business entities that grew rapidly.  

The conglomerate grew by diversifying; the franchises 

grew by opening identical stores in new locations. 

 19.2 643 Baby Boom Time period with soaring birth rate (creating the largest 

generation in our nation‟s history)—Contributing were 

things such as:  reunion of husbands and wives after the 
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war, decreasing marriage age, desirability of large 

families, confidence in continued economic prosperity, 

advances in medicine, etc. 
 19.2 643 Conformity The idea that American society felt the need to conform 

(be like everyone else)—getting the house with white 

picket fence in suburbs, purchasing the car, having a 

television, etc. 
 19.2 643 Explain the 

pressures of 

conformity in the 

1950s 

In the 1950s there was a growth to the suburbs.  For many people 

the suburbs offered comfort, security and a pleasant place to raise 

their children.  Suburban life, however, also involved a strong 

pressure to conform.  Suburban neighborhoods were usually filled 

with people who were very much alike.  The pressure to conform 

also existed in business.  This conformity sometimes led to 

discriminate or ostracization of those who seemed “different.” 

 19.2 643 The Organization 

Man 

book written by William H. Whyte that described how the 

new, large organizations created “company people 

(teamwork, loyalty, encourage conformity not 

individuality) 
 19.2 643 What effects did 

the climate in 

many corporations 

have on some 

workers? 

Some became dissatisfied with the emphasis on 

conformity and the impersonal corporate atmosphere. 

 19.2 644 Benjamin Spock Wrote the immensely popular Pocket Book of Baby and 

Childcare that said raising children was more important 

and rewarding than the extra money or satisfaction that 

women might get from a job. 
 19.2 644 How did the baby 

boom affect 

American life in 

the 1950s? 

Creation of youth-centered culture; increased demand for 

consumer goods and jobs related to rearing and educating 

children. 

 19.2 644 Jonas Salk Scientist who invented polio vaccine 

 
 19.2 644 Salk vaccine Vaccine developed by John Salk to prevent polio.  So 

successful that within a few years, cases of polio nearly 

disappeared. 
 19.2 644 The Feminine 

Mystique,  

Betty Friedan wrote this book and in it she rejected the 

notion that the destiny of women was only to be wives 

and mothers—book was a bestseller and helped galvanize 

women across country 
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 19.2 645 How did women‟s roles 

and opportunities in the 

1950s differ from 

women‟s roles today? 

Most 1950s women were homemakers and had fewer 

educational and career opportunities than women have 

today. 
 19.2 646 Highway Act of 

1956 

Contributed to the growth of suburbs by adding 41,000 

miles to the interstate highway system and helping to 

unite the different areas of the country. 
 19.2 646 homogenize To make the same or similar 
 19.2 646 What did 

highways enable? 
 long-haul trucking which led to a decline in 

commercial use of railroads 

 new towns along new routes 

 family vacations—to mountains, lakes, national 

parks, amusement parks (i.e. Disneyland which 

opened in July 1955) 
 19.2 646 What positive and 

negative effects did 

the mass availability 

of the automobile 

have on Americans 

life in the 1950s? 

Positive—growth of suburbs, increased mobility. 

 

Negative—pollution, deterioration of public 

transportation 

 19.2 646 Why did auto 

sales surge in the 

1950s? 

Cars were necessary for life in the suburbs, Americans 

loved cars, and the positive economic factors allowed 

Americans to buy cars. 
 19.2 646 Why did 

ownership of cars 

increase? 

cheaper cars, easy credit, advertisement persuasion, 

plentiful gas, etc.—Cars became a necessity—no public 

transit in suburbs 
 19.2 648 Consumerism buying material goods 
 19.2 648 How did manufacturers 

influence Americans to 

become a “throwaway 

society”? 

They designed products to break down, wear out, and go 

out of style 

 19.2 648 New products on 

the market in the 

1950s? 

 Time Saving Items:  washing machines, dryers, 

dishwashers, freezers, etc. 

 Leisure Items:  televisions, record players, etc. 

 Suburban Lifestyle Items:  power lawn mowers, 

barbecue grills, swimming pools, etc. 
 19.2 648 Planned 

obsolescence 

making products that get outdated or wear out so that 

consumers will buy new ones; an example of this is how 

carmakers come out with new models every year 
 19.3 652 Mass media means of communication that reach large audiences 
 19.3 653

—

N/A 

“Golden Age of 

Television” 

The term that referred to television in the 1950s 

 

 19.3 653 Federal 

Communications 

Commission (FCC)  

regulates communications (telephone, telegraph, radio, 

TV, etc. 

 19.3 653 How did the More households used television for entertainment and 
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emergence of 

television affect 

American culture in 

the 1950s? 

people spent an increasing number of hours watching TV.  

More varied shows were broadcast, and TV dinners were 

invented to accommodate viewers. 

 19.3 653

—

N/A 

Positive and 

Negative views of 

TV 

Positive:  brought national politics into American living 

rooms (stirred greater interest in voting), provided a new 

medium of news for the nation 

Negative: 
 19.3 654 Do you think the 

rise of television 

had a positive or 

negative effect on 

Americans? 

Positive—informing and entertaining; reinforcing cultural 

values. 

 

Negative—promoting stereotypes of minorities and 

women; exposing children to images of violence. 
 19.3 654 stereotypical Conventional, formulaic, and oversimplified 
 19.3 655 Beat movement expressed the social and literary nonconformity of artists, 

poets, and writers 
 19.3 655 Rock „n‟ roll mix of rhythm and blues, country, pop—first coined in 

1951 by Cleveland radio disk jockey Alan Freed—This 

new music had heavy rhythm, simple melodies, and lyrics 

that tended to be about teenage concerns  
 19.3 655 Why do you think 

many young 

Americans were 

attracted to the beat 

movement? 

Teenagers looking for alternatives to the conformity and 

consumerism of their parents found a celebration of 

poverty, unconformity, and art that reflected immediate 

sensory experience. 

 19.3 656 “King of Rock „n‟ 

Roll” 

Elvis Presley 

 19.3 656 Based on Elvis Presley‟s 

song titles, what do you 

think were teenagers‟ 

concerns in the 1950s? 

Songs were about love and heartache, and the problems 

of being young. 

 19.4 660 White flight Millions of middle-class white Americans left the 

cities for the suburbs 
 19.4 661 Housing and Urban 

Development 

Department (HUD) 

created to improve urban conditions—specifically 

related to low-income housing 

 19.4 661 The Other 

America:  

Poverty in the 

United States 

Michael Harrington‟s book that  brought 

awareness of poverty and social policy to the 

American people (many prior believed that such 

poverty could not exist in the richest nation) 
 19.4 661 Urban renewal Replace rundown buildings with new low-income 

housing 
 19.4 661 What effect did white 

flight have on 

America‟s cities? 

Loss of people and income leading to decaying ghettos 

and services available. 

 19.4 661 Why were attempts at Because the building boom primarily took place in the 
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urban renewal viewed 

as less than 

successful? 

suburbs because of lack of jobs, discrimination, and the 

impact of white flight. 

 19.4 662 Felix Longoria Mexican-American WWII veteran who was refused 

funeral services 
 19.4 662 How did the Longoria 

incident motivate 

Mexican Americans to 

increase their political 

and social activism? 

They were outraged at the discrimination against Mexican 

Americans and the incident spurred them on to become 

more politically active and organized. 

 19.4 662 Mexican 

braceros 

Hired hands from Mexico—predominantly agricultural 

workers; allowed into the U.S. during WWII to work and 

did not leave after the war 
 19.4 662 Unity League of 

California 

A league formed by activist Ignacio Lopez to 

register voters and to promote candidates who 

would represent their interests 
 19.4 663 National 

Congress of 

American 

Indian 

Organization wanted to: 

 established to ensure for Native Americans 

the same civil rights that white Americans 

had 

 to enable Native Americans on reservations 

to retain their won customs 
 19.4 663 subsidizing Financial assistance given by a government to a person or 

group to support an undertaking regarded as being in the 

public interest—i.e. farm subsidies 
 19.4 663 Termination 

policy (Native 

Americans) 

 Cuts economic support 

 Discontinued the reservation system 

 Distributed tribal lands among individual 

Native Americans 
 


